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templates.    On this subject he received the concurrence of
Chancellor Kent, expressed in the following letter :

[PROM CHANCELLOR KENT.]

" NEW TOEK, April 21,1832.

" DEAB SIR : I have perused the report you made to the Senate3 and
sent me, on the apportionment of representatives. Its clear and severe
logical reasoning has struck me forcibly. I am not a mathematician, and
not well versed in the application of divisors. I have looked at the Con-
stitution and your argument again and again, and I see nothing unconsti-
tutional, but great justice and reason in your amendment, and the prin-
ciple on which it is founded, that Congress are bound to apportion among
the States according to numbers as near as may le. Perfect equality is
impracticable, and the allowance of a representative to fractions exceeding
a moiety of the ratio would seem to me to make the best approximation;
and that the results and irregularities in the bill, as it came from the other
House, were unjust and intolerable. So it strikes me; and I see no infrac-
tion of any rule in the Constitution, but a conformity to its spirit and
equity (which is equality), in the amendment.

"JAS. KENT.

" Hon. D. Webster.

" Be so good as to send me one copy out of the jwe thousand copies of
Mr. Clay's land papers."

In the course of this year Mr. "Webster became the owner
of the estate at Marshnelcl, which I have already said was the
place of his summer residence after 1824. As Captain Thomas
approached the age of seventy, the care of his farm became
irksome to him. His means were not large, and it was thought
best for his children that he should sell this property. Mr. "Web-
ster purchased it in the autumn of 1831, but the deed was not
taken until April, 1832. !Nor would Mr. Webster then consent
that Captain Thomas should leave the house. The old gentle-
man continued, in fact, to live there until his death, which
occurred on the 27th of July, 1837, at the age of seventy-
three. While he lived, Mr. Webster continually spoke of the
affairs of the farm as if it were still the property of its former
owner; saying, " Captain Thomas has this," or " Captain
Thomas is going to do that," while it was Mr. Webster who
ordered, and Mr. Webster who paid; for the fees of the great
lawyer went lavishly into extensive plantations, noble barns,